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Our Pond’s Main Invasive Rooted Weed
Variable Milfoil (Myriophyllum heterophyllum) 
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What you can 

do to 

minimize 

Milfoil spread 

in your pond

Discovered in the pond 2020

By Christopher Finch



What areas in our pond are 

susceptible to Milfoil infestation?
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Susceptible areas in 

our pond include any 

area that is less than 

~ 3 feet deep 

• along the shoreline 

• in coves and 

embayments

• where sunlight 

penetrates to the 

bottom



Wetlands and Watersheds

Treatment Tasks
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PROGRAM TASKS

PROJECT TASK 2023 2024

Filed RIDEM permit x x

Received RIDEM permit to treat x x

Perform pretreatment inspection 06/05/23

Conduct initial Milfoil treatment 07/10/23

Conduct follow-up Milfoil treatment NA

Conduct initial Lily treatment NA

Conduct follow-up Lily treatment NA

Post-treatment report ??

RIDEM permit cost $500

Treatment cost base $1,950

Treatment cost acreage ($650/acre) Procellacor $5,850

Treatment cost acreage ($210/acre) Tribune $210

Total treatment costs $8,510

Herbicides used

Reward or Tribune (diquat dibromide) X

Aquapro (glyphosate)

Clipper (flumioxazin)

ProcellaCOR X

PERFORMED/COMPLETED



2023 Treatment Summary
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• 2023 was also a historically bad bladderwort year. Bladderwort is a native 

species which has the ability to reach nuisance densities which inhibit 

recreation, etc. 

• The weather pattern of 2023 dealt an abundance of rain throughout the 

growing season, which led to increased nutrient loading. 

• In addition to this, warm air temperatures led to heightened water 

temperatures and increased sunlight penetration. This pattern, paired 

with humid conditions led to bladderwort thriving in many lakes. Based 

on this, one-acre of dense bladderwort was also treated in 2023 in 

Locustville Pond. 

• The variable milfoil was largely confined to the northern area of the 

pond. This was the target area with ProcellaCOR. 

• The treatment of both bladderwort and milfoil was completed without 

issue.



2024 Actions
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• We anticipate lower milfoil regrowth, although the extremely shallow conditions in 

the northern end of the pond pose some challenges with ProcellaCOR uptake by the 

plants. 

• Additional measures were taken during the 2023 treatment to account for this 

including going extremely slow and even rowing certain shallow areas as to not stir 

up sediments. 

• Bladderwort is extremely cyclical and in many cases nuisance bladderwort is 

conditionally driven. 

• Based on these two varying factors, we recommend a similar approach be taken in 

2024.

• This should consist of proactively obtaining a RI-DEM Permit to be ready for 

treatment if warranted. 

• Additionally, a survey should be performed once target plants start growing. Survey 

data, as well as Association feedback, should continue to guide any and all 

management. 

• We are cognizant that hydrilla, an extremely invasive plant, has also been 



Hydrilla alert 

(Hydrilla verticillate)
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DEM Announces RI's 

First Detection of 

Aquatic Invasive Plant 

Hydrilla in Indian Lake, 

South Kingstown

To help control the spread of invasive species, 

• The use of external felt-soled or any natural or synthetic porous material capable of 

absorbing water in any freshwaters in Rhode Island is strictly prohibited. 

• This includes any waters shared with adjacent states in which Rhode Island fishing regulations 

apply. 

• The transport of any plant or plant part into or out of any Rhode Island waterbody on boats, 

vessels, other water conveyances, vehicles, trailers, fishing supplies, or any other equipment 

is also prohibited. 

• It is recommended that all boaters thoroughly clean their vessels and equipment of attached 

weeds before and after using the freshwaters of the state. 



Summary 

What’s in store for 2024? 

• Treat Milfoil Treatment as needed

• Treatment of bladderwork as needed

• Continue monitoring for Chla, TN, TP, T, Secchi 

depth and others

• Enjoying the pond all year round



Another Year has come and gone

We welcome new members 

have a wonderful 2024!

If you have any concerns or questions contact me 

at 

401-486-9749 or spesjsl@gmail.com

www.locustvillepond.org

www.facebook.com/groups/locustvillepondhv
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